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mate of the relative age of part of the great trap formation of the 
N. W. of India, which the President of the Geological Society in the 
anniversary address to that body in 1833, stated to be quite unknown: 
“ no vestiges of secondary or tertiary formations having been detected 
within the region described.” 


IV.— Description of a New Species of Columba. By B. H. Hopason, 
Esq. Resident in Nepal. 


The following description of a new species was originally sent to the 
Society six years ago, but it does not appear to have been published. 
It has since been described as new by the Zoological Society in 1832. 
With the description went a drawing, coloured, and large as nature. 
Owing to the tardy appearance of the Society’s quarto volume, the papers 
that did appear there had been forestalled: thus red-billed Erolia, but 
also my Circzetus Nipalensis, take precedence, by two years, of GouLp’s 
Lbidorhyncha Struthersii and his Hematornis Undulatus, which are the 
same species under new names. Both birds are types of new genera: 
see the Journal of the Zoological Society under date Dec. 27th, 1831, 
quoted, pp. 170 and 174. I described them both two years and some 
months previously : as the dates of the papers and the proceedings of 
your Society can prove*. ' 

Order Rasorzs. Family, Corumpipz. Genus Columba. Species new. 
Columba Nipalensis, (mihi.) 

This elegant species is found in the woods of the valley of Nèpál. 
It is seen exclusively in the wild state, and is very shy, seldom or 
never entering the cultivated fields for the purpose of feeding, but 
adhering almost always to the woods, and living upon their produce, in 
the shape of grass, seeds, and berries. 

Except in the breeding season, it is very gregarious, and it breeds, 
I am told, only once a year, laying its eggs in June and July. I cannot 
bring it exactly under any of the ABC Dariant allotments of the numer- 

* We can offer no further explanation of the loss of the author’s MS. than 
was before given (J. A. S. IV.) neither can we find the plate to which he al- 
ludes. But we take this opportunity of circulating a lithograph of the Erolia 
and bearded Vulture described in vol. IV., which may serve as a peace offering 
to the justly offended author. —Eb. 

+ A. orbits and tarsi plumose. 

B. orbits plumose, tarsi naked, tail even. 
C. orbits plumose, tarsi naked, tail wedged. 
D. orbits naked, 

a. feathers of the neck and quills simple. 

b. feathers of the neck notched at tips. 

e. quills bifid at tips. 
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ous species of this genus, according to the specification of those allot- 
ments in the 14th vol. of SHaw’s Zoology, as will be perceived by the 
following enumeration of characteristic particulars. 

There is a naked space round the eyes. Two-thirds of the tarsi are 
plumose, the remaining third only being naked, and the toes also are 
naked. The quills are simple at their tips. The feathers of the neck 
are sub-elongated and acuminated at their tips. The tail is even. 

In an earlier vol. of Suaw, the Abcdarian division of the species is 
not carried so far as in the vol. just mentioned: and the following 
disposition of species, to be found in vol. xi. p. 2, of that work, has at 
least nothing inconsistent with the enumeration of significant particulars 
above given in reference to our bird. 

A. tail equal. 

a. orbits naked, feathers of the neck elongated, and acuminated 
at their tips. 

Comparing, for the sake of further illustration, our bird with the 
Columba Livia, or common pigeon, it differs in being larger; in having 
the soft membrane at the base of the bill less tumid and mealy; in 
having a somewhat longer tail, and shorter, and more lowly feathered 
tarsi, not to mention the naked space round its eyes, and other diagnos- 
tic particulars, which have been separately explained. 

The wings are about the same length as in the common species ; but 
owing to the tail being longer than in that species, they have the 
appearance of being shorter, and they do not reach within two inches 
of the extremity of the tail. 

What further illustration of this species may be needed will be best 
gathered from a perusal of the details of size and proportions given 
below, and contrasted with those of the common pigeon. I now 
proceed to the plumage, in respect to which our bird bears a strong 
resemblance to the Parabolic pigeon. The principal colour is a dark 
slaty blue, deepened into more or less perfect black in the quills and 
tail feathers; and shewing clearest on the lower part of the back, on 
the lesser tail and wing coverts above, on the thighs, and on the whole 
of the tail and wing coverts below. Upon the lower part of the hind 
neck, the upper part of the back, the lesser wing coverts above, and the 
most part of the body below, the principal colour is almost superseded 
by a rich purplish tinge; and all the feathers so tinged, save those of 
the upper back and of the sides of the body, are further adorned by being 
broadly margined or pointed with pale clear bluish grey. The head 
and top of the neck are wholly of the softest bluish grey, which colour, 
as it descends the body, forming in its descent the margins and points 
just noted, gradually decreases in quantity, and fades in hue. It pre- 


124 Asiatic Society. : {Fes. 


vails rather on the lower than upper surface of the neck, and in 
respect to the body, is no where seen above, except in the shape of 
Some roundish dots of nearly pure white on the lesser wing coverts. 

The bill is black, shewing faintly a purplish tinge, which is more 
clearly visible in the basal membrane of the bill, and on the naked 
orbits. In front, the legs and feet are black green ; elsewhere, they 
are yellowish. The claws are clear, lively yellow. The iris of the 
eyes hoary grey or white. 

The female is as large almost as the male, from which she differs 
only in having the bluish grey of the head less clear and pale, and in 
wanting almost entirely the purplish tinge, which adds so much beauty 
to certain parts of the plumage of the male, especially the upper pert 
of his back, and the lower part of his belly. This species is, I fancy, 
questionless new ; and as it seems to be peculiar to these mountains, if 
not to Népal proper, Columba Nipalensis would be a very appropriate 
name for it. 

Dimensions and weight of the Columba Livia and Columba Nipa- 
lensis. 


CIE: C. N. 
Jeet. inches. feet. inches. 
Tip of bill to tip of tail, ....-. sees sseerecevceeee 1 1 1 24 
Length of bill (to the gape), ....--seceseceseesene 0 0,5 0 1 
rene a ocoondOs oD HOD 0 5 0 6 
Ditto Of A WING, 00 00s oc cc cece cn ce cree cer as seen mmm 0 9 
Expanse of Wings, ...+sseecesccssecceccssvecesee 2 0 2 14 
WengthOf tarsi, a sine sccscscescese ss se coocoo M) dk; 0 1,5 
Ditto of central toe and nailjx. sc. .scsss eves es secon 1 0 lk 
Weight, ...cccccccvcrscvcecsaccsccsdevcssesccce LIF OF, 123 o0z. 


Valley of Nèpál, Dec. 1829. 


V.—Proceedings of the Asiatic Society. 


Wednesday Evening, the 2nd March, 1836. 


W. H. Macnacurten, Ese. V. P. in the chair. 

Lieut.-Col. J. Convix, Engineers, Lieut. Col. L. R. Sracy, Jonn N EAVE, 
Esq. C. S., Lieut. A. Cunnincuam, Engineers, and Raja Visaya Govinpa 
Sincua Behadur, proposed at the last meeting, were ballotted for, and 
duly elected members of the Society. 

Read a letter from Mr. Auvexanner Bearrie, withdrawing from the 
Society. 

Rew a letter from W. H. Macnacurten, Esq. Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Political Department, acknowledging the receipt of a copy 
of the communication from His Excellency Prince Esreraazy. 

Read the following reply from Government to the Secretary’s letter, 
written in pursuance of the resolution of the last meeting, in regard to 


